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Building on the success of the Centre for Urban Science and Progress (CUSP) based in New 
York, CUSP London brings together academic researchers, businesses, local authorities and 
government agencies to apply urban data science to improving public life, health and 
wellbeing. CUSP London is a collaborative centre founded by King’s College London and 
University of Warwick that conducts research in urban informatics, applying data science and 
novel computational techniques to understanding and improving cities.  
 
While organisationally placed with the Department of Informatics, CUSP London at King’s is 
led by a diverse association of King’s departments providing collective expertise on salient 
topics, such as computer science, geography, statistics, mental health, air pollution, 
government policy, engineering and more. CUSP London provides a vibrant interdisciplinary 
environment in which these disciplines can work with government agencies and industry to 
find ways to tackle meaningful issues and bring impact to its research. This collaboration 
allows academic research to be translated into policy changes that have a real positive impact 
on citizens, and training to make much needed skills widely available. 
 
To foster collaboration with existing and new partners, CUSP London regularly hosts events 
with a focus on training and applying data science and other computational techniques to city 
data sets. For example, every year, CUSP London holds a cross-university Data Dive 
‘hackathon’ event analysing data about city services and issues, such as ambulance dispatch, 
air pollution, road safety. 
 
Back in 2018, CUSP London launched an MSc in Urban Informatics, which is a cross-
disciplinary degree offering core data science skills, specialist understanding of cities and how 
to analyse data most relevant to cities, skills for communicating analysis to policymakers, and 
application of all these skills within specialist domain areas such as mental health or tourism.  
As the programme has reached maturity, its operational organisation is now the responsibility 
of the Department of Informatics, allowing CUSP London to focus on research, impact and 
training activities. CUSP London remains an active advisor for the academic contents of the 
MSc in Urban Informatics, engages in supervision of Master’s projects in collaboration with 



 

 

CUSP London partners, and subsequently benefits from a pool of students and alumni 
members specifically trained in those skills relevant to the city partners. 
 
CUSP London has established itself as an authoritative source of advice and policy guidance, 
as illustrated by advice provided by some its staff to the Greater London Authority’s City Data 
Analytics board, Westminster City Council Parenting Strategy, the Police and Crime Plan of 
the London Mayor’s Office Advisory Group, and Westminster and Kensington & Chelsea 
Councils’ data sharing. 
 
In its activities, CUSP London will: 
• conduct fundamental and applied world-leading research, in collaboration with its 

partners across its agreed technical scope; 
• deliver research that is aligned with government, industry and commerce, and enables 

its transfer to impactful applications; 
• be multidisciplinary, transcending traditional discipline boundaries;   
• maintain an appropriate balance between fundamental research and its exploitation;   
• enter into agreements with business, government, public and third-sector organisations 

to facilitate research; 
• promote the highest levels of skill and expertise in urban science and supports the 

development of a pool of skilled students and experts in the field; 
• advises on academic contents of degree-level courses; 
• carry out public engagement; 
• always act ethically and responsibly to benefit the common good. 

 
 
The Centre is located on the Strand Campus, in the heart of central London, close to the 
cultural activities of the West End and the South Bank, to the major departments of state at 
Whitehall, to the BCS and IET and to the leading financial institutions of the City, and within 
easy reach of major transport links. The Centre is located in the historic Bush House, featuring 
state-of-the-art teaching and research spaces, and shares space with the Department of 
Informatics, whose computer science expertise is fundamental to the Centre’s work. Staff, 
researchers and students are coming from all over the world, which provides a rich 
environment for teaching and research. Diversity is positively encouraged with a number of 
family-friendly policies, including the operation of a core hours policy, the right to apply for 
flexible working and support for staff returning from periods of extended absence, for 
example maternity leave. and staff are encouraged to participate in the wide range of training 
opportunities available at King’s. 
 
 
 


